
The industry makes a significant contribution
across the whole value chain

Find out how the soft drinks sector contributes to economic welfare in Europe.

SOFT DRINKS INDUSTRY: ROOTED 
IN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMY 

For more information please visit www.unesda.eu
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SUPPORTING JOBS IN EUROPE
Our economic footprint thrives on our strong connections with other sectors, supporting jobs

up and down our value chain: 

supporting over 

1 million
jobs across the EU28

ADDING VALUE TO THE EUROPEAN ECONOMY

596,000
jobs in

bars and
restaurants

180,000
jobs in
shops and
supermarkets 39,000

jobs in the
transport sector

 

27,000
jobs in
services

20,000
jobs in agriculture
and ingredients

156,000
jobs in

soft drinks
production

jobs in
packaging 

156,000
employed directly by

the industry

+850,000
jobs supported

throughout the value chain

RESTAURANT

SUPERMARKET

The European soft drinks industry and its value chain are part of  the fabric of  Europe’s 
economy, with value creation reverberating across agriculture, raw materials, manufacturing, 

packaging, marketing, transport, retail and catering:

annual retail sales value
€93bn €55.4bn

overall added value

 
€9.2bn
17%

of direct
contribution

€46.2bn
83%

 of  indirect
contributionin on-trade

(bars and restaurants)

 

57% 43%

 

32,000

Each worker employed by 
the soft drinks industry 
supports another 

workers in 
the European 
value chain:

Key fact

CAFE BAR

in o�-trade
(shops and supermarkets)

Citrus fruits are bought 
from hundreds of  

growers in the south of  
Europe such as Spain, 

Italy and Greece.  

Agricultural 
ingredients are 
sourced from farmers 
right across Europe.   Sugar beet is sourced 

across Europe 
including from France, 
Germany, Poland and 

the Benelux.   

A STRONG FOOTPRINT ACROSS EUROPE

Sourcing Agricultural ingredients

production 
facilities and 
bottling plants 
operated and 
sta�ed locally
to supply local 
customers and 
markets.

Income 
generated for 

restaurants, bars, 
supermarkets 
and stores in 

every European 
town and city.

The soft drinks industry is a local industry.  
It creates jobs locally. Its production, 
distribution and sales take place close to 
the consumer generating value for 
communities right across Europe.  

The soft drinks 
sector  has remained 
strong during the 
economic crisis 
which has eroded 
value and markets  
in many other 
industries.

It has brought stability and 

continued to supply jobs and 

revenues throughout the 

economic downturn.

€

BENEFITTING HOUSEHOLDS
AND GOVERNMENTS

EU Member States receive 

€22.3bn
from labour taxes and VAT
associated to the industry’s products

Households in the industry’s 
supply chain receive

€25.1bn
in the form of  incomes after tax

EU Member States are key beneficiaries of  the 
sector’s economic performance. They enjoy large 
revenues from taxation directly linked to the soft 

drinks sector’s activity. In addition, households in the 
industry’s supply chain are the direct recipients of  

incomes generated by the sector:  

A ROBUST
ECONOMIC SECTOR

The sector is committed 
to fuelling Europe’s 
engine for growth and 
jobs and continuing to 
provide added value 
across the continent.    

= =

1071



6

SUPPORTING JOBS IN EUROPE
Our economic footprint thrives on our strong connections with other sectors, supporting jobs

up and down our value chain: 

supporting over 

1 million
jobs across the EU28

ADDING VALUE TO THE EUROPEAN ECONOMY

596,000
jobs in

bars and
restaurants

180,000
jobs in
shops and
supermarkets 39,000

jobs in the
transport sector

 

27,000
jobs in
services

20,000
jobs in agriculture
and ingredients

156,000
jobs in

soft drinks
production

jobs in
packaging 

156,000
employed directly by

the industry

+850,000
jobs supported

throughout the value chain

RESTAURANT

SUPERMARKET

The European soft drinks industry and its value chain are part of  the fabric of  Europe’s 
economy, with value creation reverberating across agriculture, raw materials, manufacturing, 

packaging, marketing, transport, retail and catering:

annual retail sales value
€93bn €55.4bn

overall added value

 
€9.2bn
17%

of direct
contribution

€46.2bn
83%

 of  indirect
contributionin on-trade

(bars and restaurants)

 

57% 43%

 

32,000

Each worker employed by 
the soft drinks industry 
supports another 

workers in 
the European 
value chain:

Key fact

CAFE BAR

in o�-trade
(shops and supermarkets)

Citrus fruits are bought 
from hundreds of  

growers in the south of  
Europe such as Spain, 

Italy and Greece.  

Agricultural 
ingredients are 
sourced from farmers 
right across Europe.   Sugar beet is sourced 

across Europe 
including from France, 
Germany, Poland and 

the Benelux.   

A STRONG FOOTPRINT ACROSS EUROPE

Sourcing Agricultural ingredients

production 
facilities and 
bottling plants 
operated and 
sta�ed locally
to supply local 
customers and 
markets.

Income 
generated for 

restaurants, bars, 
supermarkets 
and stores in 

every European 
town and city.

The soft drinks industry is a local industry.  
It creates jobs locally. Its production, 
distribution and sales take place close to 
the consumer generating value for 
communities right across Europe.  

The soft drinks 
sector  has remained 
strong during the 
economic crisis 
which has eroded 
value and markets  
in many other 
industries.

It has brought stability and 

continued to supply jobs and 

revenues throughout the 

economic downturn.

€

BENEFITTING HOUSEHOLDS
AND GOVERNMENTS

EU Member States receive 

€22.3bn
from labour taxes and VAT
associated to the industry’s products

Households in the industry’s 
supply chain receive

€25.1bn
in the form of  incomes after tax

EU Member States are key beneficiaries of  the 
sector’s economic performance. They enjoy large 
revenues from taxation directly linked to the soft 

drinks sector’s activity. In addition, households in the 
industry’s supply chain are the direct recipients of  

incomes generated by the sector:  

A ROBUST
ECONOMIC SECTOR

The sector is committed 
to fuelling Europe’s 
engine for growth and 
jobs and continuing to 
provide added value 
across the continent.    

= =

1071



www.unesda.eu


